
 

Summary 

Members Items have been received for the Environment Committee.  The Committee are 
requested to consider the items and provide instructions. 

 

Officers Recommendation 

That the Environment Committee’s instructions in relation to these Member’s Items 
are requested. 

 
 
 

 

Environment Committee 

11 March 2021 

Title 

Member’s Items  
 

Councillor Alan Schneiderman – Protect the 
Welsh Harp 

 
Geoff Cooke – Suspension of Enforcement in 
Controlled Parking Zones 
 

Report of Head of Governance 

Wards All Wards 

Status Public 

Urgent No 

Key No 

Enclosures None 

Officer Contact Details Paul Frost, 020 8359 2205, paul.frost@barnet.gov.uk  

mailto:paul.frost@barnet.gov.uk


1. WHY THIS REPORT IS NEEDED  
 
1.1 Members of the Committee have requested that the items tabled below are submitted to 

the Environment Committee for considering and determination.   The Environment 
Committee are requested to provide instructions to Officers of the Council as 
recommended.   
 

Alan Schneiderman Protect the Welsh Harp 

 
The Welsh Harp is a Site of Special Scientific Interest but is under 
threat from neglect and enviro-crime.  
 
I ask that the Committee considers developing a robust plan for the 
protection of the Welsh Harp in partnership with Brent Council, the 
Environment Agency and the Canal & River Trust. This should include 
a regular clean up, enforcement and maintenance programme and 
work to protect the Harp's ecology and biodiversity. Barnet's part of 
the plan should be developed using the circa £200k s106 funding the 
Council has obtained for biodiversity. 
 
The Plan should set-out robust enforcement against fly-tipping, 
littering and other enviro-crime, a review of what litter bins, re-cycling 
and waste facilities are needed, a bio-diversity plan, regular 
community clean-ups harnessing local community capacity and a 
communications strategy to engage local people.  
 
If agreed, a report should come back to Committee setting out options 
for this Plan and a sustainable future for the Welsh Harp, with regular 
scheduled reports back on progress throughout the year. 
 
 

Geoff Cooke Suspension of Enforcement in Controlled Parking 
Zones 
 
In practice, the service that residents buy when they purchase 
resident parking permits is the exclusion of ineligible motorists from 
parking space near their homes. Earlier in the pandemic that service 
was withdrawn by the Council by allowing anyone to park in a CPZ 
but no recompense was made available to permit holders either by an 
extension of permit validity or by a refund. This was unjust, different to 
the approach taken by other London boroughs and different to the 
approach taken by Barnet when collection of green waste was 
suspended. 
  
A compensatory extension of validity of resident parking permits 
would be fair to residents and should be considered by the 
Environment committee. 
 
 

 



2. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS  

 
2.1 No recommendations have been made. The Committee are therefore requested to give 

consideration and provide instruction. 
 
 

3. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED AND NOT RECOMMENDED 
3.1 N/A 

 
4. POST DECISION IMPLEMENTATION 

 

4.1 Post decision implementation will depend on the decision taken by the Committee. 
 
 

5. IMPLICATIONS OF DECISION  
 

5.1 Corporate Priorities and Performance 
 

5.1.1 As and when issues raised through a Member’s Item are progressed, they will need to be 
evaluated against the Corporate Plan and other relevant policies. 

 
5.2 Resources (Finance & Value for Money, Procurement, Staffing, IT, Property, 

Sustainability) 
 

5.2.1 None in the context of this report. 
 
5.3 Legal and Constitutional References 
 
5.3.1 A Member (including Members appointed as substitutes by Council) will be permitted to 

have one matter only (with no sub-items) on the agenda for a meeting of a committee or 
Sub-Committee on which s/he serves. The matter must be relevant to the terms of 
reference of the committee.  
 

5.3.2 The referral of a motion from Full Council to a committee will not count as a Member’s 
Item for the purposes of this rule. 

 
 

5.4 Risk Management 
 

5.4.1 None in the context of this report.    
 
5.5 Equalities and Diversity  

 
5.5.1 Members’ Items allow Members of a Committee to bring a wide range of issues to the 

attention of a Committee in accordance with the Council’s Constitution.  All of these 
issues must be considered for their equalities and diversity implications.  
 

5.6 Consultation and Engagement 
 

5.6.1 None in the context of this report. 
 
 



6. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
6.1 None. 
 


